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Daytop looking to sell County Home site

BESSEX— Sandy (Salim B Lewis, di-
rector of Davtop Village Foundation, Inc.,
and co-owner of Lewis Family Farm, Inc.,
announced at the fuly 13, meenng of the
Town Baard of Essex, that Daytop has de-
fermined o liguidate 1ts ownership of the
tormer County Hume butiding

Purchased with assistance from the
[ ewis F’tmndatiml Iric., in the summer of
L9 ror 575,000, the County Home was to
have become the center of 2 : Dayiop Village
igcility for adolescent substance abusers
'tom this regan. As Lewis stated, howey-
21, Daviop's snitiative was mer with resist.
ance from Essex n th from of an legal
soratarium almed at Daviop, large farms,
and certain wales front di’.‘:‘%‘ﬁ;[jﬂﬁ‘[’it‘fil AL
Lawig siated in the Drst meeting to disouss
Daviep's interest, Daviop wouid pot wish
EehmE o cwirthoul subsianizal and
WA SURPOIS Tom The GLZens of Bssex.

.r‘lbl:.-!.

In his announcement (o the board, 1ewis
stated that Daviop seeks guidance from the
tawn on the dispostiion and the process that
will accompany disposition. Daytop has
delegated Lew)s to organize and direct
these steps, and Lewis has asked the board
of Essex ta express the views of the people
of the communtty on the purpose best used
ﬂn‘ this buiiding More, Lewrs has asked the

hoard to direct the Process itselt, giving the

Dfmm nroad range of alternatives for this
PUIpese
Imitially, Dvaviop would Hke to achieve re-

turn of its mvestment. This would be the
stmpiast course. However, if oo buvers
emerge with that level of interest, any and
Gl EXPIERSIONS GF MIeTEst Wil he enter
laned. Lltimately, the building will be piv-
IO the state Oy iho town T o ;"?l:.f‘u"{*-]':?;
HNErge. Dayic net wish (o own ifng
S}L}ZJLJEHE_,

]l} i'ii}t'ifb

lown Board member Suzanne Perley
asked if this decision meuans that Daviop
will not come ta Eagex, or if Dayrop would
reconsider its mterest to withdraw S5t gup-
port for its involvement were to form.
Lewis responded with a statement about
Daytop’s charter, its willingness to help
peaple worldwide, its founding status at the
Unitea Nations NGO on Trearment Cen
lers, world wade, and s ]"f-latmmhip tey the
L Department of State L ewis also stated
his belief that Daytop would not come ¢
Easex withcut his encouragement.

Perley asked if there might be 4 'I{':fhf‘?“ (-
cation at which Daviop ’m}&m UPErG hE
areq, anxd Lewis responded that any [tnnﬁ:
that nature wag 2 hit premature, Dl ne said
that J1e waould not wish 1o surprise the com-
pumty, n the Tuiwe, and would state anjy
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Country Home, and that Daviop might con-
stder a mdie private amangement with a
dairy farm concept, infegrating same with
the treatment center approach tarehab work

in the younsg.

Lewis closed by asking the town to 1e-
spond o mm through one mdividual, and
he asked thase present and the town io re-
spect his wish foy privacy by directing all
inguiry 1o the board or w the board’s cho-
Xy J‘ﬂ:pm%u dative on this matter

Last, Lewis rewrerated Daytop's wijling.
ness o sell o a previous buver, ECHO,
which as provious!y hid $749.000 for the
County rome, and whach sought o break
Up wlay fop's purchase two years ago. llf
statisa ?m S wiil) mgness i sedl arto 1 ETN
the property i ECHO, under ¢ lILJllll-}_b[L,LL]h
g1 ded b 3 J"u;; BBYa OF (he fov, a{a[u;b I

‘hail there Were giher oonsidersiroms sl (Lis :lu.j s wish woowark i harme Y 11J,
notvated gmdavon of ownersiip of she  the oiizens oF Essex.
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