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i Douglas Milller - Re: Planning Board meetien -

" From:

- To: :
- Pate: -~ 32712007 10:42:79 &M
Subject: Re: Planning Board meeting

“Thanks much for thl- I's a good. summary. Douglas.is a bombastic bully, and | wory that neither
the planning board nor Pall Blalne has quite enough nerve to stand up to him. They answered our
guestions well enough but did not seem to have the canviction to question this subdlvision on more than a
few technical points. Nar did any of the officials express concems about Douglas's rather shocking
revelation that he plans to subdivide all of his "four and a half miles of shoreline”. When we asked If the

* town has a land use plan and whelher 100 new lots on the lake would be compatible with that plan, mild
chaos ensued, with different people in the audience insisting on different answers to that, The most
strident answer was from a man whom | took to be an anti-Park zeolot who declared fhat a plan does exlst

but that "we did not grasp at straws by trving to tell peupla where they could da\mlop" or-SOme such
nonsense. .

" Anyway, | fear the board may indeed go ahead and approve this subdivision, unless the APA steps back in
to ciaim Jurisdiction. APA surely should, at least on any future subdivisions here, now that Douglas has
stated hls intertion to put 100 new lots on the lake, Let me kpow if you'd like me to coniect Paul VanColt,
though | suspect a phone call from you would be more effactive,

The meeting was a reminder that both ARA reform and getting more good people Involved in local politics
are prerequisites for protecting the Park. Douglas thinks that so long as he does his subdivisions.in
numbers less than ten, he'll not even need APA permits; and the planning board does not appear to be
inuhned to question the deslrability of cantinued shoreline fragmentatlon

Safe travels

March 24, 2007 9:07 AM
Subject. Fwd: Ptannlng Board meeting

ﬁ a note | received from a Silver Lake neighbar who attended the meeting in BlackBrook |ast night.
Thought you would be interested In seeln# distllation of what happened [will give ynu a call to get
your Impressions this mom]ng

" Regards,
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Subject: " Planning Beard meeting

Il [zave lt up ko you all o distnbute as much of this as you want
fo--1 don't have a distribution list handy.

The Planning Board meeting went OK, though probably not as we would have
liked. The surprise guest of hanor was Leroy-he fiew late Monday

night. His attomey Is now Bill Kissell, Martineau having recused

hirmself from the whole Issue—wﬂi not be representing gither Douglas or

the Town,

At flrst Leroy was aggressive and loud but I'ie calmed down eventually.
He was under the impression that he would be getting his permit last
night and all would be taken care of, The purpose of last night's

Sketch Plan Conference, according to Pam Atkins (chalr of the Planning
Board—isn't that her name?) was to glve the applicant more information

to help him with his application. Thelr questions to him were:

—-Are there B or @ lots.

Answer: there are B lots :

—Is the right of way to (he development on the big parcel or on the
adjacent parcel?

Leroy completely misunderstood this question and was very angry
about the question of right of way, This led to a long, Irrelevant
discussion about right of way and the istand Road, lts history {which
Kan described in great detall), and who had camps that were accessed
through rights of way beyond the development. Don Raoberts (Sr.) had a
lot to say about this as well. The Board pointed out that the survey
map, provided by Leroy and pald for by Leroy, showed the right of way to
be on someone else’s land. Did not go over well and Leroy disputed
this. Must prove this to be untrue by next meating.

--WIIl the road going through the development dlslurb any wetlands?
This could jeopardize the whole project,

Leroy says there are roads already there ("You can go see for
yourself') and none of them are through wetlands, Board plans {o walk
the whole lot once the snow melis. Road has 13' clearance for malntenance.
--Jzsus of building permit issued without access to town road.

Recent exceptlons pointed out, as well as very vocal Don Roberts
pointing out that all the camps on the Island Road {built many years
ago, long before this requirement was even thought of) don't have direct
access. This does not seem to be of Issue, probably due o other
exceptions that have been mads, as well as (It occurs to me) the fact
that Leroy's part In this Is only the sale, not the bullding of
anything. The purchasers would be the ones who would need to get the
building permit, and It's up to Paul Blaing, the Code Enfurcement
Officer to rule on Issuing a building permit. A

Leroy was questioned on septic and water sltuations, and said fiatly
" that's nol his prohlem, that's up to the buyer. "All's I'm dalng Is
selling the lots.” ,

There was a Feb. 23 latter from the APA stating they wIiI continue to_
- take enfofcarnent action on the property
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Perhaps the most starlling piece of information was Leroy's bragging . - -
that he's got 100 lots op the lake that he's planning to sell. "I own 4
miles of shorefront and I'm going to sell all of it. 1t's all for
sale.” Someone In the crowd asked if the lake could bear that, and -
‘someone sise answered that the Board falt that Fem Lake could bear the
development they approved for it. Uh-oh, Anyway, wa can only hope for
-santinued vigllance from us, from the APA, lhe Adirondack Counil and

- any other group we can think of.

All In all It seems the project wlll go forward. Leroy has to provide a
map with contour lines at 10-foot Intervals by the next meeting, and
they think he'll get final approval then. There wasn't much Paul Blalne
could do, he was very falr and level-headed. [ think the Planning Board
did a good job &t belng impartial and calmly listening to everyone's
-concarns, especlally when faced wiih Leroy bending cver thelr table with
-his face right in theirs',

Apparently there are stipulations in Leroy's deeds (he had a sample of
one) inciuding one that says buyers are not aliowed to put trailers on
the lots. He sald "Psople who buy these lots are going to bufid million
dollar homes.” That'll he a first for Silver Lake, won't It A million
dallar home with 125' of shorefront on 1.2 acres wnth no frees and 7
neighbaors you'll gat o know very well,

5o that's my report. Feel free to put it In a format that makes more
sense and has fawer edltorlal commenis,

~9 this moming but due {o rain (icy raln) tunlght and tomaorrow. Then
near 50 tomorrow, Aslif. '



